
 

 

 

 

 

 

      
       

   
    

Supporting Points -

1. There are significant flood hazards in the New and Kanawha 
River valleys 

2. Flood hazards affect residents and businesses located in the 
New and Kanawha River valleys. Flood waters can extend from 
hillside to hillside through the entire basin including much of 
Charleston, WV and many other communities along the New and 
Kanawha Rivers all the way to Point Pleasant, WV, as well as up 
and down the Ohio River. 

3. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Huntington District 
operates three dams which help reduce flood risks in the New and 
Kanawha Rivers. Bluestone Dam, which is located on the New 
River near the town of Hinton WV, helps reduce risks from 
flooding for the entire Kanawha River valley. 

4. When heavy rainfall occurs upstream of Bluestone Dam, it is 
designed to store this water and then slowly release it to given 
swollen streams and rivers below the dam a chance to recede. 

5. Like all dams, Bluestone can only store so much water. There 
are floods that can exceed the reservoir’s capacity. When this 
happens, water is released to protect the dam’s integrity, and 
although this release of water will not exceed the flows that would 
have otherwise existed in the basin without the dam it will lead to 
flooding downstream. 

6. A storm event similar to Hurricane Joaquin that impacted South 
Carolina in Fall of 2015 may have required Bluestone Dam to 
release enough water to have flooded the New and Kanawha 
River valleys, including Charleston, WV from hillside to hillside. 

7. Rain that falls in the Greenbrier, Meadow River, Lower Gauley, 
Paint Creek, and Cabin Creek basins are not captured behind a 
dam. The potential flows out of these basins could have resulted 
in flooding the New and Kanawha valley’s, even if Bluestone Dam 
did not have to release large volumes of water. 

8. Because these flood waters create a significant threat of loss of 
life and the potential for billions of dollars in property damage, the 
Corps works with West Virginia emergency managers, and the 
National Weather Service with the latest information on any 
threatening storm system, to ensure advance warnings go out to 
residents and businesses that might be affected. 

9. If you live in an area at risk for flooding, you need to be proactive 
and stay informed. Minimize your risks during flood events by 
listening for and following instructions from local emergency 
officials and be prepared. Be prepared to evacuate. Failure to do 
so places you and your family’s lives at risk. 

10. If you live in area that could be flooded, strongly consider 
purchasing flood insurance. 

11. Managing the risk associated with living within a flood plain or 
downstream of dams is a shared responsibility. Know your risks, 
know your roles and take action to reduce your risk. 

Living with Bluestone Dam 

Websites for Further Information: 
• www.Floodsmart.gov 
• http://www.lrh-wc.usace.army.mil/wm/?basin/kan/bln 

Send Questions to: 
• BluestoneDamDSA@usace.army.mil 

Key Messages 
• Public safety is the number one priority of the US Army Corps of Engineers 
• Dams provide many benefits; but living downstream of a dam also comes with risks 
• Remain aware of the risks of living near dams 
• Know what actions to take to ensure your safety 


